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本田圭佑さんについて

• Born: June 13, 1986, Osaka
• Height: 1.82 m (6 ft. 0 in.)
• Position: Midfielder

• 2004-2007: Nagoya Grampus
• 2014-2018: AC Milan

• 2008-2018: Japan national team
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近畿大学（Kindai University）について

•近畿大学（きんきだいがく）
• 近大（きんだい）
• h@ps://www.kindai.ac.jp/

• Private university in Osaka
• Brings in celebriPes as 

commencement speakers.
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Vowel devoicing

• High vowels /i, u/ get devoiced in the following two environments.

1. Between two voiceless consonants.
• /i, u/ à [−voiced] / [C, −voiced] __ [C, −voiced]
• e.g. くさ（草）‘grass’ /kusa/ à [kɯ̥sɑ]

2. Between a voiceless consonant and a pause (、 or 。).
• /i, u/ à [−voiced] / [C, −voiced] __ #
• e.g. です ‘COP’ /desu/ à [desɯ̥]
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Discussion ques7ons

• You must post at least 1 comment on Canvas.

• How many devoicing environments are there?
• How oUen do /i/ and /u/ get devoiced in the environments?
• Osaka Japanese is a variety with infrequent vowel devoicing. Do you 

think that it is true?
• How are Prof. Yamanaka’s speech and Honda-san’s speech different?
• etc…
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Osaka features/expressions

• Yamanaka-sensei
• うまいこと = うまく

• Honda-san
• 手ぇあげて… = Vowel lengthening (minimality constraint)

• 手を (bimoraic) vs. 手ぇ(bimoraic)
• Case drop (e.g. 手ぇあげて)

• Case drop is one of the major characteristics of Classical Japanese.
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